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_ SCIENCE, 2017 will be
_ remembered as the
dawn of a hew era. January
saw the inauguration of a'

climate change and filled his
inner circle with anti-science

activists. But the year, was as .
much an awakening as an

and citizens alike, in the
United States and beyond
chose to speak out at rallies,
on social media and even’
in the political aréna — =
unprecedentad | numbers of
scientists are consndermg a
run for office. _

In a year of surprises,

- setbacks and signs of ..
hope, here are some of -
the most memorable and -

“consequential moments

* from the first several months. -

of the new admmistratlon. _

—GEMMA TARLACH '

The Paris Exit

In 1992, some 150 countries signed the ~
U.N. Framework Convention on Climate
Change {UNFCCC) with the goal of flat-
lining greenhouse gases, At the time,
the 1987 Montreal Protocol had already
kick-started the healing of the ozone
hole, so scientists expected the UNFCCC
would succeed, too. However, emissions
continued to increase.

In late 2016, naticns of the world
convened again. Their optimistic goal:
keep global warfing below 1.5 degrees
Celsius to avoid doomsday scenarios of
rising seas, widespread droughts and

Science Under Slege
But Survwmg_',

FOR MANY WHO VALUE
U.S. president who has denled

. annus horribilis: Researcherst

FEBRUARY

Scott Pruitt as head of
the EPA, the same
agency the former™ .

Oklghoma attorney .

n : generaland commjtted

’ climate charige denier
had.sued multiple times

A s . ~in attempts to weaken
b o .. itsregulatory reach.

I JANUARY ;\\,,_...m‘,;N,m.,_k.;-.“. T

25:1n response to !

a media blackout” |-
":ordered forthe - |

Environmental “

Protection Ageéncy | ThedErA

. {EPA), entities such 7 e

federal employees, Tm——

" begin posting:litate change
" 'data and-other science-based
information.on social media.

melting ice. That would mean zero
greenhouse emissions by 2050 — an
incredible feat. Every country but the
United States has since ratified the
Paris agreement.

By June, reaching that goal seemed S R

questionable after President Donald
Trump announced the U.3. would
withdraw, though pact rules dictate

a four-year wait. European nations,

plus China, are moving toward their
goals regardless. And energy trends
may help: Solar and wind power costs
have plummeted, and carbon dioxide
emissions in the U.S. have dropped amid
shifts from coal to natural gas. —ERICBETZ
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E “March for Science” | in .Wash_ ngton, % C.
" Nearly a million.more ‘Individuals” ‘
. participate in local events ini all 50. states s
: 'and on every cont:nent ‘

24' Presldent Trump Urges NASA 1o send -
@ manned mission to Mars despite his-
’ proposal to€ut the space agency s budget.. ‘

-'A‘pro-science rally:in Washlng_ . ;
roughly. 100,000 participants; mar
- 14 slster events across the world :

28: The EPA rémoves climate charigé data -
and otherinformation from its website.

and rescmdmg of many
nvironmental protections.

;18 Under Ajit Pai — whio vas
- -appointed chairman by Trump
— the FCC votes to begln
dlsmantlmg net neutrality
- safeguards.that weré putin -
placein 2015. The decision
opens the doortointernet .-
service providers con_t_ro,llmg
which _sites-(onsumers Access.

_oards The move opens the door fo
~industry-funded researchers to take
thE|r place B

NOVEMBER . 23: A proposed budget .
released by the White House
slashes funding for both the
EPA and FDA by 31 percent.

~ The Centers for Disease Control

" and Prevention (CDC),
Department of Energy and the
National.Institites of Health
would also see'significant cuts.

Scierice Spectal
.Repor‘t partof
. congressmnally

mandated
assessment, The

Foramore complete ~ activity isthe
timeline, visit ‘dominant cause of

. . . climaté change
DiscoverMagazine.com/ contradicting many

ScienceUnderSiege admiriistiation
. o statements

JUNE -
1: The pres:ldent'enn.o'tlnces plans

to mthdraw the U.5. from the Paris
agreement (See opposnte page.)

8: Followmg up on President -

Emmanuel Macron's June 1 offer

1o make our planet.great again”

by welcommg Amerfcan scientists,
*''a French government website
offers foretgn researchers
‘French residency arid four-year
rants ofup to 1.5- ml“lon euros
Quit; $1.76 million).

oy

~22' The Department of the Interior
+->{DOI) ends endangered species
..-protection for Yellowstone ’
: '-gr|zz||es despite a two-year decline
in the population, paralleling
- other administration decisions to’.
. remove protections for wildlife. - .

19: Trump nomjnates. Sam Clow
"___who has no scignce background ‘
B thie chief sciéntist of the
=U.8, Department of Agnculture

"{Clovis‘ homination would be .
- w1thdrawn Nov. 2 after his name v -
surfaces in an.ongoing probe

“intg, Russuan influence on the

_Trump‘ mpalgn R

£Six months mto the

dmlmstra‘tlon the pre5|dent has

vetto nominate candidates for a

. -_recor_d number of key positions in

" - science-driven government
..agencies such as the CDC and EPA,
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