ONE OF THE mightiest Ef Nido
patterns in memory brought
unprecedented drought and
flooding in 2016, the hottest
yeuar on record. The planet also
passed a grim milestone: an
atmospheric carbon dioxide
concentration of 400 parts
per million, including
remote Anfarctica, which
hasn't seen that much
CO, tor 4 million years.
Chimatologists target
350 ppm as the uppermaost
threshold before we see
dire consequences, hike
catastrophic sea level
rise. Some locations
previously had topped
400 ppm on a seasonal
cycle. but scientists say
this time 1S permanent
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OF 2016'S TOP ELIMATE STORIES.

unprecedented coral reef die-offs. ozone hale is finally healing.
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ARCTIC SEA ICE
In September, Arctic
sea ice reached

its second-lowest
extent ever
recorded; 2012
holds first place.

SPIRALING QUT
Climatologist Ed
Hawkins has a new
way to look at rising
temps. By laying
out months like a
clock, his plot shows
the spiral toward

a 2 degree C heat
increase since 1880.
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A composite image shows
how the extent of Arctic
sea ice in September 2016
compared with a 30-year
average for the month
{yellow line).
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H 74 Iceland’s ambitious experiment H 75 Human-caused warming #9 6 Humanity kick-starts a new

turns carbon dioxide into stone. claims its first mammal. geologic age: the Anthropocene.
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